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Roswell is intreducing bocce ball and fans like Frank Padula soon will get to play on a new public boece court being built,

Bocee challenge

[talian heritage game takes root in Roswell

By RALPH ELLIS / rellis@ajc.com
Frank Padula played boeee ball a few times as a boy  himself, so i's appropriate hes relearning bocee ball at
in upstate New York. Most players rolling the balls, he ~ the Roswell Recreation Center. “This is about the sixth
remembers, were elderly Italian gentlemen. 3 or seventh time in my life to play this” Padula said, “and
Today, Padula, 68, is an elderly Italian sentleman five times were here.”
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* WHY THE GAME IS FUN « * WHERE TO PLAY .
: Since the game doesn’t require great strength or : : The Roswell players compete in the yard outside the rec center :
» speed,it's popular among the senior set. Butall { . right now, but an official bocee court is coming. La Societa .
» agesplay. Bocce alsoisavery social game,and &« Italianaof Atlanta plans to construct the court behind the i
* good-natured grousing is abig part of thecom- ¢ * rec center by the end of this month. An official court can be -
* petition. After Padula bested Borquez in one ¢ ° assmall as10-by-60 feet with wooden rails, a foundation 1
* frame of the game, she shook her fist at him. * | ofcrushed stone and a top layer of crushed sea shells, Bocce ]
: “If I come next week, you're ngt going to be : » courts arerare in Atlanta, said Bert Emma of La Societa Ital- i
o living," she said. Padula dismissed her witha s = iana. Emma said he thinks the Roswell court will be the first 4
» Wave “She'sgotalotofltalianinher hesaid. [ » publicbocce courtinthe Atlanta area. .
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INFORMATION

For information about the bocee ball program at the Roswell Recreation Center, call 770-641-3950.
For information about La Societa [taliana, visit www.las ocietaitaliana.org.
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